
 

 

 
 

 
 

    

 

 

    

  

 

 

   

 

 

   

   

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

   
 

   

   

   

 

 

 

  

Center for EN GLISH 
LANGUAGE Learners 

at American Institutes for Research • 
iiAIR 

AMERlCAN INSTITUTES FOR R£5EARCH• 

UNIT B: LESSON 2 

LEARNING TARGETS 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS: 

Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives. Your teacher will call on 

an individual or pair to explain what they mean. 

Learning Target: 

I can determine the main ideas and supporting details in 

the article “Water Is Life.”

Learning Target: 

I can determine the meaning of figurative and technical 

language in “Water Is Life.”

determine – decide 

main – central or most 

important 
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3. Where do Barbara and her daughter live? 

Barbara and her daughter live on a ____________. 

4. What do Barbara and her daughter look for every morning? 

They look for ____________ (amazing things). 

5. What do the wonders always reflect, or show? 

The wonders always reflect the magic of ____________. 

6. What four wonders have Barbara and her daughter seen on their walk? 

They have seen a _______________with water on it, and water animals like a 

____________, __________, and a _______________. 

2 

The little, nameless creek tumbling through our hollow holds us in thrall. Before we 

came to southern Appalachia, we lived for years in Arizona, where a permanent 

runnel of that size would merit a nature preserve. In the Grand Canyon State, every 

license plate (on cars) reminded us that water changes the face of the land, splitting 

open rock in the desert like a peach, leaving mile-deep gashes of infinite hue. Cities 

there function 



        

     

 

  

 

 

   

  

 

  

 

 

   

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

    

 

       

   

 

Barbara and her daughter find the little creek so amazing because they used to live in 

Arizona. Arizona is a very ___________state where there is not a lot of ____________. 

8. Why does Barbara say the cities in Arizona function like space stations? 

Cities in Arizona get all of their fresh ____________from ____________ (far



        

     

 

    

    

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

  

 

   

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

   

  

    

 

      

    

  

 

   

WORD BANK 

bad flood hurricanes too little 

cold Hot power too much 

drought hotter rain water 



        

     



        

     

 

    

 

 

 

  

 

                         
 

  



        

     

   
  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

 

  

   

 

 

  

  

  

 

   

 

 

  

 

  

  

 

  

WATER NOTE-CATCHER 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS: 

Work with a partner. Use your water note-catcher to write down key, or important, 

information from the text. You will write down main ideas and some details, or 

specific information, about each main idea. You can use information from your 

Thinking Log. Some information is already filled in for you. 

WORD BANK: 

aquifers, Arizona, changed, changes, crops, dry, flood, for granted, fountains, 

import, indicates, lawns, magic, rivers, storms, sustainable, temperature, weather, 

wonders 

Introduction: 

The author likes to look for ____________in nature. She often sees the _________of 

water. 

Brief background: 

The author does not take water ____________. This is because she used to live in 

___________, where it is very __________. 

Main idea: Supporting details: 

Cities ____________water from distant or People in dry areas use water for 

far-away ____________and ____________. ____________, ____________, and 

____________. But the truth is that this is 

not ____________. 

Main idea: Supporting details: 

Humans have ____________the earth’s Water ___________, or shows, the 

____________and therefore the changes in the ____________. Some 

____________. regions ___________and others are too 

________. We are experiencing extreme, 

or very great, ____________. 

Conclusion: 

People need to start paying attention to the ____________ in our world. 

© 2018 American Institutes for Research Center for English Language Learners 
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MINI-LESSON: FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE�/ SIMILE 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS: 

Authors, or writers, use figurative language to help readers imagine, or have a picture 

in their mind of what authors mean. Here is an example: 

Juan walked quietly, like a cat. 

Can you imagine, or think, about how quiet a cat is when it walks? The author wants 

you to think about how quiet a cat is when you think about Juan. The author is 

helping you imagine how Juan walked. 

The example above is a type of figurative language called simile. Simile is when an 

author compares two things that are similar, or alike. She compares the way Juan 

walks to the way a cat walks. 

�����1�������� ���� �1�����1�� ������ �ð���� the author uses many similes. 

Read each of the similes below and work with a partner to do the following: 

¶ Use your own words to write what the author is describing in the first column. 

¶ Then use your own words to write what she is comparing it to. 

¶ Describe or draw what the author wants you to understand in the third 

column, or find an image online. 

¶ Finally, share your ideas with your partner or the whole class. 

Simile What The 



        
     

  
  
 

   
 
 
 

 

 

   
 
 
 

 
 

 

   
 
 
 

  

Cities funct io n , 
or act like , space 
statio ns. 

Water makes up 
two -thirds of 
our bodies, like 
a map of the 
world. 
Our vital , or 
body , fluids are 
sal ine, like the 
ocean. 
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Appendix: 

Glossary 

Word Definition Example 



        

     

    

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

   

  

  

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

    

 

 

 



        

     

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

   

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

    

 

 

    

 

  

    

 

    

 

  

 

Word Definition Example fountain a spray of water made by a machine But such is the human inclination to take water as a 
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Word Definition Example 
sustains supports On top of the Himalaya, 

glaciers whose meltwater 
sustains vast populations are 
dwindling. 

threat danger Our deepest dread is the threat 
of having too little moisture �/ 
or too much. 

visible able to be seen or noticed easily Water is the visible face of 
climate and, therefore, climate 
change. 

wonders amazing things We keep an eye out for 
wonders , my daughter and I, 
every morning as we walk 
down our farm lane to meet the 
school bus. 

© 2018 American Institutes for Research Center for English Language Learners 
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