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Principles and Guidelines for Adopting or Creating Locally Developed Benchmark
Assessments for Checkpoint A
Modern Languages- American Sign Language (ASL)

Purpose

Checkpoint A Benchmark Assessments are selected by Local Educational Agencies (LEAS). They
may be designed by the LEA itself, by regional or statewide educational consortia, or by
commercial vendors.

The purpose of these Guidelines is twofold. They pi@a framework to LEAs for constructing

valid, reliable, and equitable locally developed Checkpoint A Benchmark Assessments aligned to
the NYS Learning Standards for World Languages (dite) allowing them flexibility to

address specific local needs and priorities. Additionally, they provide a framework to regional or
statewide consortia for constructing valid, reliable, and equitable Checkpoint A Benchmark
Assessments aligned to tiNYS Learning Standards for World Languages (#@&yill be

made available for adoption by LEAs.

If an LEA makes the decision to adopt a commercial assessment, they may select from those
already identified, evaluated and approved by NYSED for meeting the standards 4ot the
Pathways requirements

The guidance that follows pertains to those assessments developed by LEAs or regional or
statewide educational consortia.

Guiding Principles

The following principles guided the development of these recommendations:

1. Maintaining a valid and reliable assessment of Checkpoint A in order to maintain the
benchmark as a graduation requirement that all students can realistically attain in two
years;

2. Maintaining fidelity to the language functions, topics, &&formance Indicators for
Categoy 34 Languagefor Novice Mid to Novice High from the revidd'S Learning
Standards for World Languages (2021)

3. Considering pragmatic approachesdgsrotocols for administration based on past
practices that were shown to be successful, along with more recently introduced and
current researckbased practices; and

4. Considering overall assessment and task designs that ardriessly and can be
realisically administered, completed, and scored within the erfigkear timeframe.




Other Considerations

The following aims were also considered:

1. Aligning the assessment with approved Pathway and Seal of Biliteracy Assessments
includingnationally recognizedanmercial proficiency tests; and

2. Establishing a foundation for the subsequent adoption or creation of locally developed
Checkpoint B Benchmark Assessments.

Guidelines

Other assessments. Guidelines for locally developed Checkpoint A Benchmark Assessments for
Modern Languages other than American Sign Language (ASL) and Classical Languages are not
addressed in this guidance document. Modern Languages other than ASL differ in their
emphasis a oral/aural modalities rather than visual/signed modaliti€stidelines for Classical
Languages reflect the differences that exist between Modern and Classical Languages as
articulated in the NYS Learning Standards for World Languages for Classical Leanygidiyes
Proficiency Ranges and Performance Indicators for Classical Languages

Who needs to take this assessment. One credit of a World Language remains a graduation
requirement for ALL students in NYS except those exempted on an IEP due to a disability that
substantially and demonstrably impacts the ability to acquire language. Successful performance
on a Checkpoint A Benchmark Assessment in tandem with successful Checkpoint A course
completion allows middle school students to earn one graduation credit prior to entering ninth
grade.

The Checkpoint A Benchmark Assessment is administered at the completion of a Checkpoint A
course of study at the middle school level to provide learners the opportunity to earn one
world language credit. The recommended and most common program design is the 2



proficiency target. The Checkpoint A Benchmark Assessment is designed to be a summative
benchmark assessment.

Technology support and safeguardsdividual LEAsay use technology tools to administer

portions of the Checkpoint A Benchmark Assessment consistent with the nature of the standard
assessed. LEAs may additionally use technology tools to score objective items and record scores
on any assessment item. Tewlogy tools must provide sufficient safeguards to guarantee the
integrity of the assessment.

Scope and content. The Checkpoint A Benchmark Assessment will be targeted to the
performance indicators for Novice High for Modern Languages. Performancesiae Ntid
will be considered passing.

All Communication Standards (Standard 1 Interpretive Communication, Standard 2
Interpersonal Communication, and Standard 3 Presentational Communication) are assessed in
the on-demand Checkpoint A Benchmark Assessment.

The content of the Checkpoint A Benchmark Assessment is intended to reflect a sufficiently
broad representation of the three themes and 13 topics identified inNlY&s Themes and
Topicswithin meaningfully integrated contexts.

Weighting of sections. The sections of the Checkpoint A Benchmark Assessmessigine=d
as follows:

Standard 1 Interpretive Communicatiorb0% Total Weight
e Interpretive Receiving (50%)

Standard 2 Interpersonal Communicatio20% Total Weight
e Interpersonal Signing (20%)

Standard 3 Presentational CommunicatioRG% Total Weight
e Presentational Signing (20%)

Standard 4 Relating Cultural Practices and Products to Perspecfi®8s Fotal Weight

Items for Standard 5 Cultural Comparisons are not addressed separately from the
Communication Standards. Instead, items that assess Standard 5 may be inolGdaxadard 1
Interpretive Communication and/or Standard 4 Relating Cultural Practices and Products to
Perspectives.

Items for all sections are aligned with the Performance Indicators for CategbhaBguages
for Checkpoint A.



https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/world-languages/nys-wl-themes-and-topics-2021.pdf
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/world-languages/nys-wl-themes-and-topics-2021.pdf
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/world-languages/proficiency-ranges-and-performance-indicators-for-modern-languages-cat-3-4_0.pdf

English support for English Language Learners (ELLS). Elagiggragedirections in locally
developed Checkpoint A Benchmark Assessments may be translated in writing into home

languages for ELLSs.

In addition, LEAs may provide ELLs with an oral translafi@nglish Language questions,
answer choices, and prompts within these assessments. All translations must be oral, direct
translations of wording in English. Other than for directions as indicated above, written


https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/world-languages/nys-learning-standards-for-world-languages-2021.pdf
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/world-languages/nys-learning-standards-for-world-languages-2021.pdf
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/world-languages/authentic-resources.wakelet.logo_.pdf
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/world-languages/nys-wl-themes-and-topics-2021.pdf
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/world-languages/languagefunctionsverbs.nyswlstandards.pdf

Standard 2. Learners carry on two conversations which are evaluated on a rubric based on
language of the&\YSED Master Rubrics for Novice High

Standard 3 PresentationalSigning (20%)

PresentationaBigningmay be completed prior to the administration of the demand
examination in the last ten weeks of the school year including the exam window for the
administration of the June Regents. The task may be video recorded using a computer
application.

A Presatational Signingsection assessdbe student’s ability to fulfill a communicative
purpose representing highly familiar contexts suggested bytiree Checkpoint A themes and


https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/world-languages/nys-wl-master-rubrics-ml.docx
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/world-languages/nys-wl-themes-and-topics-2021.pdf
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/world-languages/nys-wl-themes-and-topics-2021.pdf
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/world-languages/languagefunctionsverbs.nyswlstandards.pdf
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/world-languages/nys-wl-master-rubrics-ml.docx
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/world-languages/authentic-resources.wakelet.logo_.pdf
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/world-languages/nys-wl-themes-and-topics-2021.pdf
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/world-languages/nys-wl-themes-and-topics-2021.pdf
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/world-languages/nys-wl-master-rubrics-ml.docx

