
Learners interact and negotiate meaning in spontaneous, spoken,       

visual*, or written communication to exchange information and express 

feelings, preferences, and opinions. 

*Denotes a term specific to American Sign Language 

DEFINING CHARACTERISTICS NYS CHECKPOINT PROFICIENCY RANGES 

2-way, synchronous, 
and unrehearsed 
communication 

Spontaneous       
exchange; spoken, 
visual or written 

May precede or 
follow from other 
modes of           
communication 

Checkpoint A 
Novice Mid—High 

Checkpoint B 

Checkpoint A2

 

http://www.nysed.gov/
http://www.nysed.gov/program-offices/office-bilingual-education-and-world-languages-obewl
http://www.nysed.gov
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages
https://site.ccsdlanguages.org/about-us
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


https://www.actfl.org/resources/guiding-principles-language-learning/communicative-tasks-language-learning
https://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/publications/ACTFLPerformance_Descriptors.pdf
https://www.learner.org/series/teaching-foreign-languages-k-12-workshop/person-to-person/
https://www.learner.org/series/teaching-foreign-languages-k-12-a-library-of-classroom-practices/
https://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/can-dos/Can-Do_Benchmarks_Indicators.pdf

